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Yasuhiko Endo 3 and Hiroyoshi OhashE: A Trifoliolate Form of Vicia unijuga A. Br. 
(Leguminosae) 


Vicia unijuga A. Br. typically has 
paripinnate leaves consisting of one pair of 
lateral leaflets and a rachis terminating in a 
mucro, i. e., bifoliolate leaves. In 2002, how¬ 
ever, Endo found two plants of the species 
that have imparipinnate, i. e., trifoliolate, 
leaves in Hakodate, Hokkaido, Japan (Fig. 
1). They grew within a population of typical 
bifoliolate plants of V. unijuga. The terminal 
leaflet appears to be changed from the mucro 
in the typical leaf. They are thought to be an 
abnormal form induced by mutation, because 
a temporary abnormal form of the species 
was once reported in Tokyo, Japan (Ito 
1960). The reported abnormal form has spo¬ 
radic trifoliolate leaves on normal bifoliolate 
individuals. Ito (1960) thought that the ter¬ 
minal leaflets changed from the mucro. The 
trifoliolate leaves illustrated by Ito are differ¬ 
ent from those of ours. They have a dis¬ 
tinctly smaller terminal leaflet than the 
lateral leaflets and a long petiolule. Their 
shape clearly differs from the trifoliolate 
leaves of our plants as shown in Fig. 1 of 
which the terminal leaflet is similar to the 
lateral ones in shape and size, and is sessile. 
Our plants have kept the trifoliolate character 
since 2002 in Chiba Prefecture where they 
were transplanted from Hakodate and have 
been cultivated by Endo. We recognize that 
our trifoliolate form is merely an abnormal 
but consistent form of Vicia unijuga. 

A variety of Vicia unijuga having 
trifoliolate leaves is named V. unijuga var. 
trifoliolata Xia in China where it is recorded 
in more than three provinces (Xia 1996, 
1998). The type of the variety was examined 
by Endo at PE and is identical with the 
Japanese trifoliolate form. We consider that 
the form would be better to be distinguished 
at the rank of forma, because the morpho¬ 


logical difference between this and the typi¬ 
cal form is only whether the rachis of the 
leaf terminates in a mucro or a leaflet. Here 
we propose the following new treatment for 
the trifoliolate form. 

Vida unijuga A. Br. f. trifoliolata (Xia) 
Y. Endo & H. Ohashi, stat. nov. 

Vicia unijuga A. Br. var. trifoliolata Xia 
in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 34 : 433 (1996). 
Japanese name: Mitsuba-nantenhagi (nov.) 
Specimens examined: Japan. Hokkaido, Hakodate- 
shi, Suzuran-oka-cho, roadside, 15 July 2002, Y. Endo 
3520 (TUS, SAPS). China. Sichuan, Kangding, Paoma 
Mt., on slope, alt. 2950 m, 18 August 1974, Y. Q. He 
& H. Z. Wang 7993 (holotype of Vicia unijuga A. Br. 
var. trifoliolata Xia, PE). 

We sincerely thank Prof. X.-Y. Zhu of the 
Herbarium of Institute of Botany, the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (PE) for 
checking the type. This work was partly sup¬ 
ported by a Grant-in-Aid (B) (15405013) to 
Y. Endo from Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science. 
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Eisuke Hayasaka: A New Combination 

B^^AXx ] ) XA#7 h A With?)—f 

Hayasaka and Ohashi (2000) proposed 
five new combinations required for Japanese 
species and hybrids of Schoenoplectus 
(Rchb.) Palla. A new combination, which 
was overlooked in that paper, is proposed 
here. 

Schoenoplectus xosoreyamensis (M. Kiku- 
chi) Hayasaka, comb. nov. 

Scirpus xosoreyamensis M. Kikuchi, Ann. 
Rep. Gakugei Fac. Iwate Univ. 18 : 131 
(1961), as S. hondoensis Ohwi x S. triangu- 
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Hiroyoshi Ohashi: An Additional Note on 
trachyspermum (Maxim.) W. T. Wang & 
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ti Japanese Schoenoplectus (Cyperaceae) 

.fr&fc>4£ (ATS^A) 

latus Roxb. 
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the Northernmost Locality of Dichocarpum 
Hsiao (Ranunculaceae) in Japan 
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